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ROTC Introduces CDT Crosley, Battalion Commander
sioning ceremonies are momentous
events for the battalion, as it is the goal
attending either: Clarkson, St. Lawof every cadet to be commissioned as a
rence, or SUNY Potsdam contracted
into the United States Army as ROTC second lieutenant in the United States
Army.
cadets. Among our many events, our
Thank you family and friends for
running team will be participating in
the Lake Placid Half Marathon on
supporting the cadets of the Golden
September 13th, and several other local Knight Battalion, we look forward to
runs. We are also sending 24 cadets to your company in the upcoming dining
Washington DC on the weekend of
out which will be our next big event to
October 4th, to run in the Army 10
mark on your calendars! Please stay
Miler. Last year, one of our teams took tuned to hear more about the Golden
1st place among cadet teams that parKnight Battalion in future newsletters!
ticipated from across the nation. Furthermore, our Ranger Challenge team
has been training vigorously to prepare
for their competition on October 17th,
to try and bring home the brigade trophy once again. In the end of October
we will be holding our first Field
Training exercise of the year. During
this exercise cadets will be able to
apply the skills they will learn in
ROTC class and labs.
After the completion of the fall 2008
semester the Golden Knight Battalion
will be commissioning two MSIVs. On
December 13, Brendan Rourke and
Andrew Gaffield will be commissioned
in the United States Army. Commis-

On August 24th, thirteen freshmen

Cadet Crosley

Greetings family and
friends of the Golden Knight
Battalion! It is my honor to
be the Battalion Commander
for the fall semester 08’. I am
very determined to kick off
the semester and we are all
eager to begin this semester
of training, as we have many
events planned. The Golden Knight
Battalion is continually developing and
growing and this fall we are very privileged to have nearly 100 cadets in the
program.

CDT Crosley in action

St. Lawrence CDT’s Graduate Air Assault School at Fort Drum
Chris Shineman- From
July 27 to August 7, 2008, I
had the opportunity to attend Air Assault School at
Light Fighters School at
Fort Drum. During this time
I learned many valuable
skills related to Air Assault
Operations. The school
began with what is known
as "zero day." During this
time we had to do an informal layout of the items
required for zero day. Next
we went to the obstacle
course where we had to
complete a series of confidence-building obstacles.
Once we were finished with

our time on the course we
were required to run two
miles in under eighteen
minutes. The next day we
began the first of three
phases. Phase one consisted
of aircraft orientation and
an introduction to Air Assault Operations, and was
followed by a written test.
Phase two was the most
difficult phase, having the
highest attrition rate of the
three phases, causing thirtyfive percent of the class to
fail. This phase covered
what is referred to as sling
load operations. We were
trained in rigging and in-

specting sling loads, loads of
equipment slung under helicopters to be carried to forward
operating positions out of the
reach of conventional modes of
transportation. We also had the
opportunity to conduct our own
sling load operations in which
we hooked up a number of
different pieces of equipment
and to two UH-60 Blackhawk
helicopters and one UH-47
Chinook. This phase also concluded with a written test. However, it incorporated a hands-on
test in which students had to
inspect four sling loads. (Cont’d
pg. 3)
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An MSII Shares his summer experiences at Mountain Warfare...

“Are you all
set Cadet?”
without
hesitation you

Phillip Ables- It’s 0600 and your team
leader has awoken you to prepare for
the day's adventure. There are three
tests that need to be completed with no
failures. Looking around the room you
see your team members mentally focusing and going over what is expected of them for the day. You’re
Mountain instructor briefs you on what
tests you will be taking; Fixed Ropes,
Vertical assent, and Z-pulley system.
At 0800 everyone loads the trucks in
preparation to be hauled out to our
respective areas, where testing starts
immediately. Pulling out your notebook you review your notes, and in the
distance you hear a loud call, “You
have 15 minutes, you may begin.”
Going through each part you construct
your rig. With two minutes left you
raise your hand and clear your system
nervously awaiting the inspection. The
instructor looks over everything;

knots, Carabineers are locked and
opposites opposed, the proper knots
are used in the correct places. He
looks at you and says abruptly
“you’re a go Cadet! Pack up your
gear and prepare for the next test.”
One test down, two to go.
Next up on the test is the vertical
assent. You’re brought to a rock face
and told once again, “Time has
started you may begin.” Immediately,
with no hesitation, you make your
footholds, lock in your carabineer,
and attach your prussic to the rappel
rope remembering to close the line
every ten feet. You get to the top and
start to walk down waiting to be
pulled aside remembering “no news
is good news”… no one says anything, you’re a go! Last up just after
dinner you go deep in the woods to
initiate your fixed ropes test. With
confidence you get the go ahead and

Clarkson’s CDT Bierwirth travels to Vietnam...

confirm, “Yes,
Sergeant. I’m
all set.”

execute every stop flawlessly, the
instructor comes and asks doubtingly
“Are you all set Cadet?” without
hesitation you confirm, “Yes, Sergeant. I’m all set.” Straight three for
three you’re ready for night operations. (Story cont’d on pg. 4…)

CDT Phil Ables who attended Mountain Warfare
in Jericho, VT.

With my limited knowledge in mind, I
did some research to prepare myself for
the Advanced Individual Academic
Development trip run through the
United States Military Academy.
Vietnam is a very beautiful country,
with extremely friendly people,. It is
nothing like the West. Vietnam is a
developing country with 83 million
people, a tropical climate, and has been
under Communist rule since 1975. I
traveled with 3 West Point cadets, 2
other ROTC cadets, and one English
professor at West Point for almost 3
weeks to most major parts of Vietnam.
Vietnam is in Southeast Asia, bordered by China in the north, and Laos
and Cambodia on the west. We were in
Hanoi for a total of about 5 days, where
we had time to see some of the major
sites, as well as explore the city on our
own. The highlights of the sites in Hanoi were the Hanoi Hilton, the prisoner
of war camp where the North Vietnamese held captured soldiers during the
Vietnam War, including Senator John
McCain. We also saw Ho Chi Minh’s
mausoleum, which is where the body of
their first president and founder is preserved and on display for viewing.
(Cont’d on pg 5)
Top –left: CDT Bierwirth with his peers
in Vietnam.
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St. Lawrence CDT’s attend Air Assault
(Cont’d from front page…) Each
student was given two minutes on
each load to find three out of the
four deficiencies. It was the hands
on sling load test that caused a
thirty-five percent failure rate
among students at the Light Fighters School. Phase three was pure
fun and consisted entirely of rappel
practice and instruction. We
learned to tie our own hip-rappel
seats and did a number of rappels
including two combat rappels off of
the rappel tower at Light Fighters
School. Phase three concluded with
two rappels out of UH-60 Blackhawk helicopters and a timed
twelve-mile road march. Each of

the first two phases also had timed
road marches, phase one having a
timed four-mile and phase two
having a timed six-mile foot march.
Company runs were also required
for each of the phases, phase one
being a two-mile run, phase two
being a three-mile run, and phase
three being a four-mile run. As a
whole I learned much about the
Army in regards to how Army
schools are run, and the responsibilities and duties of NCOs and
Soldiers. One of the most valuable
opportunities afforded me was
being able to interact with the instructors, all of whom were decorated, experienced NCOs. I learned

much from them in regards to the
duties of a freshly commissioned
2nd Lieutenant at the platoon level,
and will be sure to remember the
lessons they bestowed upon us. For
future Cadets who may be considering attending an Army school,
my one word of advice to you is
absorb as much information as you
can, because what we learn today
may one day save not only our own
lives, but also the lives of those
who will look to us for leadership
and guidance under fire. Finally, I
would like to extend my thanks and
appreciation to the Cadre who
made my attendance to Air Assault
School possible. -end-

Sophomore Kaitlyn Fahsel breezes through Air Assault School
Air Assault School not only challenges
you physically but also challenges your
mental toughness. The school is designed in three phases: combat assault,
sling load operations and rappelling.
Each phase is three days long and includes a run, a ruck march, an inspection and ends with an exam. Combat
assault deals with aircraft safety, aircraft
orientation, pathfinder operations and
combat assault operations. Sling load
operation deals with the planning/
preparation of a sling load operation,
the use of sling load equipment, the
duties of sling load personnel and fa-

miliarization of rigging the loads. This
phase by far is the most challenging
phase and requires a great deal of
studying and practice with the loads.
The final phase of rappelling deals
with the tying of a hip-rappel seat,
hook up techniques, lock-in procedures, rappelling, and belay procedures. Future cadets who choose to
partake in Air Assault School the best
advice I can give you is to listen carefully to what the instructors are telling
you and do exactly what they tell you
and show you. A major piece of advice
I will give you for phase II is to touch

what you see and see what you touch.
This may not make sense now but if
you do choose to accept the challenge
of Air Assault this piece of advice may
be the one thing that helps you get
through phase II. I would also suggest
that you come physically prepared to
this school because a great deal of
physical activity is endured and trust
me you don’t want to come to school
in poor shape. I believe that if you do
these things and follow instructions
you will have a tremendous experience
and gain a great deal of knowledge
from this school. -end-

CDT attends Leadership Training at Fort Knox, Kentucky
Jonathan Waterman- This past
summer I attended LTC (Leader
Training Course). It took place at
Fort Knox Kentucky. The camp was
a 4 week long program designed to
allow non-contracted cadets to gain
the knowledge and experiences of
the first two years of ROTC. The
experience was one I will not soon
forget. Every morning we had a 5am
wake up call, conducted PT, ate
chow, then we went about the days
activities. Every day was a different
and exciting event. One day we
learned how to tie repelling seats
with just rope and than we were

taught how to repel down a 60 foot tower.
Another day we learned to tie a one rope
bridge to get items across a river while still
being able to be tactical and quick. We had
a day dedicated to rock wall climbing and a
rope course. We used one of the days to
learn proper grenade techniques. We had a
few days to spend at the rifle range learning how to fire and qualify, as well as how
to properly clean the weapon. We had one
whole day dedicated to D&C (drill and
ceremony) where we learned proper movement commands and how to move in a
platoon element. We also had a few days
dedicated to map reading and land navigation. Every night we had to maintain

“...what we learn
today may one day
save not only our
own lives, but also
the lives of those
who will look to us
for leadership and
guidance under
fire.”

security so we had to have two
people from each of the four platoons pull fire guard. The part that I
learned the most from was when I was
put in leadership. I got to learn just
what it takes to lead troops. Above all
this was the development of camaraderie that I experienced. We all came
from different backgrounds and had
different training but we were still
able to come together to accomplish
our goals. –end-
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Cont’d from pg 2…

CDT Ables in
his “business
suit”

“During the
30 days I
was with
West Point
we did
everything
you could
imagine in
the Army.”

It’s about 1900 (7:00pm) and your
instructor yells to your team, “get
some rest and wait for sundown we
have night-time movement.” An
hour and a half goes by and your
instructor comes from out of no
where unexpectedly intruding the
silence, “follow me.” Its pitch
black and all you can see are the
indigo “cats eyes” on the Kevlar
ahead of you. You’re led up a
mountain and told to climb the rock
face. Looking around there’s nothing but the dark sky, shimmering
moon and millions of gleaming
stars. You take in a deep breathe to
look down only to find you're about
500 yards above the base. As you
move to the next checkpoint you
slowly synch your way step by step
across the rock face, curiously
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CDT Ables, Mountain Warfare
looking around and experiencing
being one cord away from a certain
pitfall. As you approach the first
checkpoint you’re told, “I want you
to unhook one at a time and prepare
yourself to rappel… you’re going
straight down!” Nervously preparing you’re figure-eight you look
down only to see nothing but a
black hole, “Cadet you’re a go you
may descend.” Without any
hesitation you push off the ledge,
for about thirty seconds you bound
until you hit solid ground. The day
has been completed. You unhook
from the rappel and think to yourself, “I can’t wait for what lies
ahead of me tomorrow!”
Although everyone went through
the school on their own merit, I
received a lot of help and encouragement from my team members.

Whether it was studying for our
written exams or constant practicing of the required 17 knots, we all
worked as a team to be successful.
I was nervous going into it but once
I became acclimated, I felt confident for the challenge. Our
cadre prepared us well by reviewing the knots and encouraging us to
study. They also set up a land navigation course for us to practice on
before we departed for our two
week journey. I had a great time at
Mountain Warfare School. I’m
more than appreciative for the hard
work my cadre went through to
have given me this great opportunity. There were many great lessons that were taught but the most
essential was the importance of
teamwork. -end-

Cadets Represent ROTC in SUNY Potsdam Leadership Conference
Lorin Smith- On August 19, I parmove in with the SUNY Potsdam
the Welcome Weekend Carnival,
ticipated in a three day Student
Welcome Team. The last event was
which was a great opportunity for
Leadership Conference at SUNY
me to promote Bear Patrol and
Potsdam and represented Bear
ROTC. I had a game set up with
Patrol, which is a military support
prizes provided by MAJ Toth,
club. During the Conference, I
Air Force ROTC, and the Marine
took part in various workshops
recruiters in town, along with
and training sessions where I
information about the club and
learned things like: marketing for
future events. The carnival and
the club, recruiting new members,
workshops were a huge success,
and ways to collaborate with
and hopefully I'll be partici(L-R)Lorin Smith pictured here at an rotc event
other school clubs. I took
pating again next year. -endwith Elizabeth Holeman, Erin McTarnaghan,
part in helping freshmen
Kaitlyn Fahsel

An MSIII CDT trains with the West Point Military Academy
Matthew Wagner- The second school
that I attended after graduating Air
Assault school was West Point Military
Academy’s Cadet Field Training (CFT)
at Camp Buckner located 7 miles off
West Point Main campus. CFT lasted
from 28 June till 28 July. My role at
CFT as a squad member was to learn
as much as I could. CFT consisted of
8 companies; around 1500 West point
rising sophomores or yucks as they are
called filled out the rest of the squad
with a few juniors and seniors to fill
the NCO and officer positions. During the 30 days I was with West Point
we did everything you could imagine

in the Army. We completed three days
of land navigation, 4 days of patrolling,
dry and wet obstacles courses, and
shot every weapon I can think of.
Every two days we were with a different branch to get the experience of
what each does. The most exciting
part of the trip was when they put us
on a 16 hour bus ride to Ft. Knox to
be with field artillery and armor. At
Ft. Knox we saw and shot every weapons system there is. The automatic
grenade launcher was my favorite
weapon, however the 50 cal was just as
cool. We got to roll around in 30

tanks and complete a mock battle.
Using the miles gear for the tanks
was like an exaggerated game of
laser tag. The last day of CFT was a
7 mile run back to West Point and
through the campus where the families lined the streets and cheered us
in. The West Point cadets were now
recognized as sophomores, yucks,
and seen as upper classmen with
more privileges and responsibility.
All in all I had a good time, met
some cool cadets, and got to experience something new and fun. -end-
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Cont’d from pg 2...
We also visited the northern
highland province of Lao Cai,
located by the Chinese border.
Here we were able to interact
with some of the 54 ethnic minorities of Vietnam.
Our next stop after a train
ride back to Hanoi was a flight
down to central Vietnam to
stay in Hoi An, which is a 10
minute drive south of the former U.S. military base in
Danang during the Vietnam
War. While based out of the
coastal city of Hoi An, we did
side trips to Hue to see the
citadel, as well as the My Lai
memorial site.
After soaking up some sun on
the coast of Hoi An, we flew
down to Ho Chi Minh City,
formerly Saigon. While there
we went to the Cu Chi tunnel
complex, the Reunification
Palace, and the War Crimes
museum. The Cu Chi tunnel

CDT Bierwirth, Vietnam Trip

complex was the complex of tun- and U.S. forces in the Indochina
nels started in 1945 and conWar and Vietnam War, respectinuously improved and built
tively.
until the conclusion of the VietOverall, the trip was beneficial
nam War in 1975. The tunnels
as the Eastern culture is radiwere over 1600 km long, and
cally different than our own, and
many of them were underneath understanding how one culture
the U.S. base in the region. The views the rest of world. I would
Viet Cong would eat, sleep, and highly encourage ROTC cadets
plan attacks right underneath
to travel to a non English speakthe U.S. forces. The Reunificaing country to further their untion palace was the former
derstanding of different cultures
South Vietnamese president’s
and people. -endhouse. The palace is kept in Brian enjoying his trip in Vietnam
almost the same condition it was in 1975,
with the campaign
maps and status of
forces updates still
posted on the walls in
the command bunker.
That same day we also
visited the War Crimes
museum, which documented “atrocities”
committed by French

This summer was all work and no play for CDT Paro!!
This summer following
Leadership Development
Advance Course (LDAC)
at Ft. Lewis, Washington I
went to Ft. Bragg, NC to
work with the US Army
Corp of Engineers
(USACE). This was a
unique experience in that
I worked with the only
military personnel in the
USACE office on Ft. Bragg
and this particular assignment was only available to
engineering students. I
worked closely with both
civilian and military engineers in a majority of different projects ranging
from building new barracks to special operation
hangers. My first week
there included site orientation then working on a

restoration project on
base. That project involved
renovating old barns into
permanent office space. This
particular project was going
to be a new USACE area
office. My second week at
Ft. Bragg I worked closely
with civilian contractors
who were about to start
work on two brand new pro-

Cadet Paro on his
victory march at LDAC

Before the trip to
Vietnam, Cdt.
Bierwirth laughingly
said he could relate
to what Tom Hanks
says in the movie
Forrest Gump: “I did
not have a whole lot
of knowledge about

jects on base. Then dur- Vietnam, except that
ing my third week I
worked as a field engithere was a war
neer. I worked on two
different projects, both
there and a lot of
included new barracks
and company operation
facilities. I worked with great movies have
other field engineers on
quality assurance to
make sure the buildings come out of it.”
were being built to the
correct specifications. I
learned a lot participating in this internship. I learned about another career field
available to engineers both in the military
and as a civilian. I would recommend that
any engineer student apply for this unique
experience so they may learn more about the
Corps of Engineers. -end-
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CDT Salter with his family and
CDT Sanders in the background

Guests enjoying the Alumni Gathering
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MSIV’s back to Potsdam to train for
LDAC

Special Offer

More of MSIV Training Week at the
high ropes course
MAJ Prayner and LTC ( R ) Hassett prepare
for hall of fame induction

Scholarships! Leadership
experience! Join Army
ROTC today!! See back of
newsletter for more details!

Coming up!
Event

Date

Army 10 Miler Washington, D.C

Oct. 4-5, 2008

Family Weekend
Army Soccer Game
Commissioning
Dining Out

Oct. 24, 2008

Army vs. Air Force Hockey Game

Feb 15, 2009

Oct. 25, 2008
Dec.13, 2008
Feb 14, 2009

Below: 2008 Hall of fame inductees Col ( R )
Santarcangelo, LTC ( R ) Dunn and Mr.
Okraski

Clarkson Army ROTC
Box 5875
Potsdam, NY
13699

Major Scott Toth
Scholarship and
Enrollment Officer
(315) 265-2180
AIM: Clarksonarmy
armyrotc@clarkson.edu

MSIV CDT’s Preparing for LDAC took a second to
pose for the camera
An MSI CDT Coleman Larlee
Being contracted into the
ROTC program by his father, a
retired army officer

Clarkson University—SUNY Potsdam—SUNY
Canton—St. Lawrence University
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Top Left-Bottom Right:

♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦

MSII and III Class at CDT Contracting
*New MSI Class at Freshmen orientation*
CDT’s Shineman & Fahsel at Air Assault Graduation
Newly contracted CDT Swartz with his family
CDT’s being contracted by LTC Hinrichs
MSIV class and Cadre white water rafting trip
MSIV Cadets having a good time at the white water rafting trip
CDT’s Ables and Vantine receiving completion of Mountain Warfare
Training
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A Special Thank You to those who donated to ROTC allowing us to participate in numerous extracurricular activities such as the Army Ten Miler in Washington D.C.:

Mr. & Mrs. Wagner
Clarkson Army ROTC
Box 5875
Potsdam, NY
13699
Major Scott Toth
Scholarship and Enrollment Officer
(315) 265-2180
AIM: Clarksonarmy
armyrotc@clarkson.edu

Mr. & Mrs. McLaughlin
Mr. & Mrs. Bierwirth (Diane Bierwirth ‘87)
Mr. & Mrs. McKinney (Bill McKinney ‘90)
The Gouverneur American Legion
The Northern NY Chapter of Association of US Army
Captain Jayme Hansen ‘01
Colonel John Bartolotto ‘83

www.
clarkson.
edu/
armyrotc
If you would like to
make a donation to
the GOLDEN KNIGHT
BATTALION make
checks payable to:
CDT Association @
Clarkson Army
ROTC
BOX 5875
Potsdam, NY 13699

Joseph A. Imparato ‘67
All Alumni that donated to the “Drop and Give me Twenty” campaign which allowed us to also send
over 20 boxes to deployed alumni.

In Memoriam: Mr. Gabriel L. “Gabe” Venditti
On June 9, 2008 Clarkson Army ROTC
lost a great friend when Mr. Gabriel L.
“Gabe” Venditti passed away in Poughkeepsie, NY. I first met Mr. Venditti
in August 2006
while he accompanied his
grandson Cadet
Christopher
Robishaw to the
incoming cadet
contracting ceremony. When the
day was over I
felt like I had
known Mr.
Venditti for years because of the many
stories he shared with me and the rest
of the cadre. Mr. Venditti an Army
veteran himself looked me right in the
eye prior to his departure and said
“He was trusting me to take care of
Christopher and develop him into a
good officer.” A few hours before the
2008 Dining Out Mr. Venditti and I
went out for a glass of wine. He once
again told many stories and shared

wisdom on the importance of being a
good husband and father. My
favorite story was how he
received a letter from the
Italian Army (the
country where he
was born) to report
for duty while he
was currently serving in the U.S.
Army. He wasn’t
sure what to do, so
he showed the letter
to his commanding
officer in the US
Army and never
heard from the Italian Army again. I
consider myself fortunate to have met
Mr. Venditti and had the opportunity
to spend time with him.
My condolences and prayers go out to
Mrs. Venditti and the Robishaw
family.
-LTC John Hinrichs
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