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Cadet Christopher Hamberger-

Don’t Forget!!!
•

The Clarkson Army ROTC
Dining Out is coming up
and the date has been
changed to Feb. 28th,
2009. Make sure that you
mark this important date
on your calendars!!!!

Inside this issue:
Washington D.C. Internship

Cadet Hamberger in the field
2-3

I would like to congratulate everyone early for another successful semester of ROTC. To the
parents I would like to thank
you all for your continued support for not only the program
but for your child as well.
Throughout the semester the
cadets of the Golden Knight
Battalion have engaged in rigorous training ranging from the
early morning Physical Training
that all of us loves so much, to
our bi annual Field Training
Exercise that marks the culmination of all the training our
cadets receive throughout the
semester. During the FTX this
semester our cadets received
training in both garrison operations and Land Navigation. In
garrison operations cadets
learn about preparing to go to

the field, teaching classes
on a multitude of subjects
that are essential for
every soldier to know, as
well as being able to bond
more with their peers.
During Land Navigation
Training, the cadets are
tested on their ability to
navigate through varying
terrain and find points.
This year proved to be
quite a challenge for our
Battalion as a snow storm
had blanketed the area a
few days prior. As the semester wraps up I’d like to
wish everyone the best
with their finals and a
wonderful holiday season
from the Golden Knight
Battalion.
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Patrick KnightCompetition has the unique
capacity to bring out both the
best and worst in people. For
the Golden Knights, what did
competition really bring out?
Dedication. The Ranger Challenge competition did not start
the 16th of October when the
team squeezed into the Army

van and made the drive to Fort
Devens, Massachusetts. It
started in late August, when
the first of the returning teammates came to Clarkson a
week early to begin physical
training. The fact that training
continued every single day
doing PT, and technical skill
training is a testament to the

fact that everyone had an enduring and stoic dedication to
the team. Ranger Challenge
brought out camaraderie.
When the team wasn’t doubled
over trying to catch their breath
in between events, they were
either joking and laughing, or
helping to motivate each other.
(Continued on page 2)
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Cadet Michael Herman

Cadet Herman and three
other interns having fun in
Washington D.C.

“Special Thanks to all the
Cadets who trained
competitively with the Ranger
Challenge Team!”
-Patrick Knight

CDT Ives and CDT Knight training for the Ranger Challenge
Competition: “Let’s do this!!!”

For the Fall 2008 semester I
participated in American University’s Washington Semester
program. It is a special program where students from
colleges all over the world attend American University for a
semester, and their credits
count at their home college.
Everyone takes a seminar, an
internship, and either an elective or research paper. I took a
seminar in foreign policy where
I learned about policies of our
government towards Russia,
China, and the Middle East. I
wrote a research paper on how

Iranians perceive American
culture. I worked at an internship for the American Bar Association Governmental Affairs
Office where I helped out with
multiple office tasks. My seminar class had students from
Sweden, Columbia, France,
Germany, South Korea, Morocco, and Brazil. This gave me
an opportunity to learn about
cultures from around the world
by asking them about life in
their countries. I attended Congressional Committee hearings
where I saw figures such as
Congressman McNulty and the
Ambassador from Georgia. I also
saw Hilary Clinton outside of her

house next to the Danish Embassy. My class visited the
embassies of Denmark,
France, Britain, Russia, and
China. In Rayburn Hall of Congress I walked by the offices
for the liaisons between the
military branches and the Secretary of State. I am proud to
say that the Army’s office is
bigger than the Air Force’s,
Hooah! For ROTC I was attached to the Georgetown
University Hoya Battalion. They
had 140 cadets from the four
DC Universities American,
Georgetown, Catholic University of America, and George
Washington. (Continued pg. 3)

Team Roster
(Continued from front page…)
For the many weeks prior to
that weekend though, the team
could be found together outside of training enjoying the
little free time that was not
sacrificed to the team. Ranger
Challenger brought out proficiency. The intense training
that team Captains Burgess
and Ives put the team through
allowed the team to perform at
a high level of competition and
acquire skill sets that are fundamental to being a successful
Army Cadet and Officer. The
competition started with day
land navigation and the obstacle course. It then went on to
include events such as an Filed
Leadership Reaction Course
lane, Basic Rifle Marksmanship, written land navigation,
Hand Grenade Assault course,
M16 assembly and disassembly, night land navigation, and
culminated with a 0600 Army
Physical Fitness Test. In each
event, the Golden Knights
walked away in the top tier of
the teams, including a first
place trophy from Basic Rifle
Marksmanship. This humble
correspondent submits, how-

(Captain)
Jason Burgess
(Asst. Captain)
Michael Ives
(Members)
Michael Frisone
Gunnar Gramlich
Matthew Wagner
Mark Lucas
Jayson Keys
Jennifer Zanghi
Geoff Vantine
Patrick Knight
(Alt) Brian Bierwirth
(Alt) Colby Sortevik
(Coach) CPT Whitt
(Asst. Coach) CPT
McCarthy
(Trainer) SFC Fenton

ever, that most importantly,
the Golden Knights learned
about integrity. All throughout
Friday of the competition, the
Golden Knights remained contenders in every event. As the
day went on, the team witnessed questionable calls and
performances, yielding the
Golden Knights to be the definite underdogs amongst the
elite teams at the pre-night
land navigation break. Here,
however, the team never quit.
They never blamed the others
around them and never
blamed each other. Each member of the team transformed
that frustration into pure heart,
and put on unquestionably
outstanding performances in
night land navigation and the
APFT, finding 12/12 points in a
second place time and scoring
an average APFT score of 315.
Leaving excuses and regrets
on the course, the Golden
Knights brought home 4th
place out of 21 teams. But
most importantly, they did so
with sportsmanship, honesty,
class, and integrity, qualities
that will prove to be infinitely
more useful to Army Officers
than a trophy. -end-
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Cadet Krystal CummingsAs a freshman it took a little
while to settle in but St. Lawrence’s First Year Program
took some heavy burdens off
of the transition into college
life. The FYP at St. Lawrence is
a program in which the people
that you live with are those you
share a common interest with.
This creates a small community of students you can immediately relate to. The community at St. Lawrence is one of
the best qualities, accompanied by its academics and
traditions. The classes offered
at St. Lawrence expand over a

Cadet Bill Snyder
Before departing from my high
school life and embarking on my
college career, many of my
friends and family members told
me college is a lot different from
high school. At the time I took
those words light heartedly and
soon found myself in a whirlwind
of new college experiences. I
already had it planned out that I
would be playing football at St.
Lawrence, going to Clarkson
every week for ROTC and having a predetermined major in
Biology/ physical therapy. How
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wide variety of not only fields
of study but also contemporary
issues of the world. The academics, no matter which
classes you pick, are constantly challenging you to take
what you’re learning and what
you already know outside of
the classroom and apply them
to the real world. Classes may
be limited to freshmen but the
promise of three more years is
something to keep in mind
when trying to balance a full
schedule. My schedule is full
with ROTC and St. Lawrence
life. ROTC is challenging being
on a separate campus especially for building friendships

hard could it be? I had a heavy
workload in high school and was
a tri sport athlete, easily maintaining my status in the National
Honor Society. However, I underestimated the rigorous workload
of college courses and found
myself questioning all of the
responsibilities I had taken upon
myself as a student athlete. Not
only were academics demanding
a lot from me, but also football.
Playing football takes dedication and sacrifice, as there are
many distractions on a college
campus to keep you from reaching your goal, not only as a
person but also as a team. For

with the other cadets and traveling between the campuses.
So far, ROTC has taught me to
learn on my own, and to limit
dependence on authority figures. Being a Golden Knight
Battalion cadet from St. Lawrence is like a double life. My
surroundings change as well
as the atmosphere, each
unique in their own way. St.
Lawrence and Army ROTC challenge you to be your best as a
student, as a friend, and as a
person. And now, after being at
school and independent for
two and a half months, I feel
very much at home. –end-

many, college is a new beginning that poses several life
changing opportunities. As a first
year student at St. Lawrence
University, I encountered many
of these opportunities, especially
the chance to be a part of the
ROTC program at neighboring
Clarkson University. As a member of the St. Lawrence football
team, I had to find a way to
balance academics, athletics,
and the Army as a first year
student. What seemed to be an
impossible task at first soon
became a very rewarding and
memorable opportunity. –end-

Cadet Cummings participating
in Land Navigation training

Cadet Snyder says “Playing
football takes dedication and
sacrifice…” When commenting
on his challenge of taking on
Varsity sports and ROTC while
attending SLU

Internship (Cont’d from Page 2)
The underclassmen call their
seniors “Sir,” so it was a fun
practice for them and for me
because soon I will be commissioned. I worked out with the
Battalion at PT. One Friday
they had brand new equipment
like padded jousting sticks
from American Gladiators that
you could smack each other
with. This helps workout the
upper body. There are also
large speakers playing music,
and they use them during PT

tests to announce the times
during events. On October 18th
we conducted land navigation
training at Fort Belvoir, Virginia.
Call me crazy but I enjoyed
eating MREs again. For half
the day I was a land nav lane
walker where I helped two
freshmen find points.
We
found all eight so they were
pretty high speed. Their land
nav course is much smaller
than our lovely Seven Springs
course. For half of the day I

helped two seniors teach
squad tactics. I acted as OPFOR and they had to take me
out using the tactics they were
taught. My semester in DC has
been an unforgettable experience and I recommend it to
anyone majoring in Business,
Law, or Political Science. I look
forward to returning to the
Golden Knights this coming
spring semester to finish my
senior year. -end-

Cadet Snyder posing for a
football picture at SLU
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Cadet Zanghi writes: “ There
is no place that I would
rather be.” When describing
her experience with the
Army ROTC Program at
Clarkson

Cadet Wilsey dribbles the ball
down the soccer field during the
Army vs. Air Force soccer game

Cadet

Micheal Ives-

Every year about twenty thousand runners take part in the
Army 10 miler. Located in
downtown Washington D.C.,
this race provides runners with
a sight-filled, challenging
course. Beginning in the parking lot of the Pentagon, the
course loops around the capital city bringing runners to
several landmarks including
the Washington Monument,
The Mall, and the Capital building. The weather this year was
a perfect mid 70’s sunny day
compared to last year’s mid
90’s. Each year Clarkson University Army ROTC travels to
the 10 miler to compete. Last
year, the cadets of the Golden
Knight Battalion placed #1 in
the nation for ROTC teams.
Following up last years memorable win, several cadets took
the trip to D.C. to run once
again. This year, out of 49
ROTC teams racing from
across the nation, Clarkson
Army ROTC took 6th place. Top
runners from Clarkson were
Jason Burgess, with a time of 1
hour and 1 minute, and Mike
Ives, with a time of 1 hour and
2 minutes, placed 198th and
269th. -end-
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Cadet Jennifer Zanghi
In August when I was sworn in as a member
of the Golden Knight Battalion I could not
have named more than five cadets in ROTC,
and I had little idea as to what this new
stage of my life would entail. I realized the
first week of school after deciding to try out
for the Ranger Challenge team that I would
not be living the life of a normal college
freshman. Whenever I talked to friends back
home it was not about physics and calculus
though, it was about everything we were
doing in ROTC. How many people can brag
that they get to rappel off a 40-foot tower
and play paintball in their Thursday lab? If
there had been any doubts that ROTC was
the best decision for me, they were gone
within the first weeks. What has really made
these past two months such an amazing

experience though is Ranger Challenge.
The exhausting workouts and weekend training resulted in a highly motivated and supportive group of cadets with a desire to win
unlike anything I have ever been a part of.
As a high school athlete I had won division
titles and been a part of some incredible
teams, but I had never gone into a competition as challenging and rewarding as this.
Being surrounded by all those cadets with a
desire to win and passion for excellence was
an eye-opening experience. In two days I
learned so much about myself and what I
want to become as a result of ROTC. I am
amazed at the friends I have gained in such
a short time, and these cadets are like family
to me. I cannot wait to see where the next
four years takes me, and I know there is no
place I would rather be. –end-

Shirts include this Logo on the front

Army ROTC Order Form

Item #

Example: Sweatshirt

Description/Color/Size

Medium

Qty.

1

Price

$20.00

Subtotal

$20.00

ROTC Shirt Orders!
All you have to do is tear off and fill out this order
form and mail in a check payable to “Cadet Association” and have a t-shirt or sweatshirt delivered to
your front door! Or if you would like to pay cash just
bring it in to the ROTC Building (address is below)
and talk to Shirley at the front desk!
Cost of Each:
Sweatshirts in Grey $20.00
Polo Shirts with Clarkson ROTC Logo in Black, Blue,
Green and White $25.00
T-Shirts in Black, Royal Blue, Forest Green or

Order total:

Method of Payment

Shipping:

Check

1-3 items $5.00

Cash

More than 3 item $7.50
Total:

Name
Address

Burgundy featuring the new ROTC Logo $15.00

Phone

Signature

Clarkson Army ROTC

Clarkson Army ROTC
Box 5875
Potsdam, NY
13699

315) 265-2180
AIM: Clarksonarmy
armyrotc@clarkson.edu
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Cadet Wilson getting ready
to rappel from the 40 ft.
rappel tower at lab

Upcoming Events:

Dining Out date has
been changed to Feb.
28th!!!!

A Cadet practices the low crawl
at IMT lab this semester
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Cadet Charles RuggLooking to repeat upon last years top
finish the GKB returned many of it's top
runners. Despite bettering the time
from last year the Golden Knights finished in 6th place in the ROTC group.
Running with 19,000 other people is an
amazing experience, and helps you forget the pain you must put yourself in
order to run the race. Highlights of the

trip included a stop at the Gettysburg
Battlefield, a tour of the barracks under
the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier at
Arlington National Cemetery where we
got to learn about what it takes to be a
tomb guard. and sightseeing in the
Capital where we got to walk past the
White house and see the Hard Rock
cafe. The Golden Knights are looking
forward to next years race which will be
the 25th anniversary.

1.

Cadet Frisone at an ROTC Lab this Semester

6. Cadet Cook and Cadet Trent

2.

Cadets learning how to tie Swiss Seats at the
Rappel Lab this year

7. Army vs. Air Force Soccer Game

3.

Cadet Bierwirth, featured in the last newsletter,
and his peers continue ROTC training

Cadet Bierwirth with his dad
LTC(retired) Jim Bierwirth in
Washington D.C. for the Army
10 Miler

8. 2LT Cavan at the Army 10-Miler

4.

Cadet Schumacher at the Rappel Tower

5.

Clarkson Cadets can not go anywhere without
jumping in the mud!

9. Cadet’s Robishaw and Morphet getting graded for their push- ups during the Army
Physical Fitness Test by Cadet Hairston
10. Cadet Wagner and his mother at the Army 10-Miler

Upcoming Events:

11. Cadets waiting to complete the run portion of the Army Physical Fitness Test

Dining Out date has
been changed to Feb.
28th!!!!

Cadet Ives and Cadet Gunnar
are looking psyched to be in
Washington D.C.!!!

Clarkson Army ROTC

Clarkson Army ROTC
For More information about ROTC:
Box 5875
Potsdam, NY
13699
Major Scott Toth
Scholarship and Enrollment Officer
(315) 265-2180

This Newsletter was
created by Cadet
Erin M. Cook, St.
Lawrence University
Class 2009

Www.clarkson
.edu/armyrotc

Cadet Erin CookMany of the Golden Knights can still remember, 1LT Christopher Kittle who was once
a Cadet in the Clarkson ROTC program and attended St. Lawrence University. 1LT
Kittle graduated in 2003 with a degree in Environmental Studies and Government.
1LT Kittle branch detailed Infantry from Signal Corps and since then he has completed BOLC II, III, and Ranger School. LT Kittle has traveled from Fort Benning, Georgia all the way to Fort Richardson where he is stationed in Alaska. 1LT Kittle grew up
in Westfield, New York and attended Westfield High School. Luckily, I had the opportunity to do a phone interview with my old classmate 1LT Kittle because unfortunately he has not had much access to the computer this month to write an article.
Me: So how have you been and what are you doing?
1LT: Good! I’m doing good. I am doing NTC training in Fort Irwin, California preparing
to deploy. I’m scheduled to deploy to Afghanistan in the spring. You have to do this
training here and you come as a brigade a couple months before you deploy. Right
now we’re learning how the Brigrade moves from the U.S to Afghanistan. You don’t
realize how hard it is to move this much stuff over there.
Me: What other things have you learned at this training?
1LT: We took a class on negotiations and interpreters. We learn how to work with
interpreters and stuff. We also did this Tactical Fight Exploitation which is like CSI but
on the battlefield, we have to learn how to look for bad guy stuff so we can get evidence in order to send people to jail for crimes committed over seas. We also took a
class on a jamming system for remote detonated IED’s. We’re doing a lot of situational training exercises and we rotate through different lanes; yesterday we had a
cordon and search and we learned hard knocks and soft knocks. The hard knocks

are when you bust down a door, and the soft
knock is when you knock and the person knows
your going to search their house.

sand and concertina wire all around it and
those big green army tents. Porter-potties and
baby wipes! Hahahaha! And MRE’s!

Me: This sounds straight off a movie or something!

Me: What are you doing this week?

1LT: Yeah, the Army tries to make it as real as
possible; the special effects here are amazing
because Ft. Irwin is so close to Hollywood so we
get the real feeling. I got to see how a real IED
goes off before even encountering one in country.
Me: I hope that you will never have to experience one. So tell me about being a new PL…
1LT: As a new PL I’m learning tons and tons of
stuff. This is my first training exercise with my
platoon. I’m in a heavy weapons platoon and we
have Mark 19 Grenade Launchers and 50 Cal’s.
We’re learning all this crazy stuff and doing
meet and greet with locals so it’s hard being
able to switch on and off between doing something hardcore and then being social with people. Being a PL is the hardest job I have ever
done! As an infantryman these days there is so
much more than what you learn in ROTC. In
ROTC you just learn the basics. My squad leaders are awesome and real motivated; I wouldn’t
trade them for anyone else.
Me: That’s awesome. So what are your living
conditions like at your training right now?
1LT: Right now we’re staying in the desert in a
FOB (Forward Operating Base), a lot of people
compare it to Kuwait. It’s just a big FOB with

1LT: We’re going to be stationed in the mountains in a few days, you can’t even drive out
there; you can only get there by helicopter.
Me: Would you like to give some advice to
anyone?
1LT: Sure, if you’re interested in going Infantry
then it’s definitely an interesting time, it’s a lot
more complicated battlefield than ROTC. All
the senior Cadets and other Cadets that I
know, make sure that you’re making the most
of your time in college. Oh yeah and my Unit is
1-501 Airborne (Geronimo), this unit is famous for doing some really cool things in
World War II.
1LT Kittle has always been a great friend to
me, he was my mentor when I joined the program, and he is a great friend to many of the
students on the St. Lawrence campus and
Cadets in the Golden Knight Battalion. Finding
friends like 1LT Kittle is hard and luckily many
of us were able to get to know him before he
graduated. He has accomplished so much
since being a Cadet in the Battalion and everyone who still remembers him looks up to his
accomplishments and we are proud. The
Golden Knights wish him and his family Happy
Holidays. Good Luck in your career, Kittle, and
stay safe!

1LT Kittle at his graduation from BOLC III

