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Introduction
As anyone who follows the Golden Knight Battalion Facebook page
knows, the cadets of the GKB have worked hard throughout the 2017-2018
school year. These cadets have worked hard in the classroom, in Army ROTC
training, and even in sports and other extracurricular activities. In this newsletter, some of our cadets have written about their experiences throughout the
year and our cadet battalion commander gives some remarks.

The Freshman/MS1 Experience
The Transition to Being a Cadet
Ashley Gardner

`PT three times a week, one class, one lab a week and a PT test
twice a semester. “Yeah, I can do that no problem”, I told myself.
Coming into the program I thought I had an idea of what my MS1
year was going to be like, but it was so much more than my expectations. I went to the morning PT sessions eager but nervous and
within the first few minutes I knew that these people weren’t playing around. We got into formation, did some stretches, and got
right to it: intervals across the field, buddy-carrying, sprinting up
hills. After the first couple weeks I was beat, I thought maybe this
wasn’t for me. Then we did the Wounded Warrior Run, or
WWOA, held in Potsdam. Almost all of the people in the battalion GKB cadets crawling under a cargo net at the Wounded Warrior Run
said it was a really fun event and a great opportunity, but as an
MS1 I was skeptical of what it would actually be like. I attended the run with a good portion of the battalion and
we road marched from the parking lot to the actual event, doing cadences the whole way. When we started the
event I barely knew anyone in my squad, except an MS4 that did 10-miler and, being the only girl, I thought “they
are absolutely going to dust me”. Contrary to my beliefs, my group didn’t leave me behind. They helped me over
the wall, motivated me to keep going, and supported me the entire way saying “we need to beat ranger challenge,
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let’s go!”. After the Wounded Warrior Run, I knew this program was about teamwork and pushing each other to
be the best versions of ourselves. I’ve had a truly great experience this past year with all of the people in the battalion that I’ve grown close to and things I’ve learned, not just about the army, but about personal development and
leadership as well. The Clarkson Army ROTC program, the cadre, and the cadets all go above and beyond the rest.

The GKB Behind The Scenes
The Table
Riley Lieber
To get to the heart of any organization you have to break
down some walls. The real organization isn’t always what it looks like
from the outside, but it’s the behind the scenes grind that everyone
within the organization endures daily. This grind is what upholds the
standard and pushes boundaries because when that grind ends you
fall behind the crowd. Believe me when I tell you that the GKB does
not fall behind the crowd. For myself and the rest of the cadets of
the GKB the core of that grind exists at the table. The table is actually a series of tables outside of the Clarkson library where cadets can
be found at all hours of the day and night. If you’re ever looking for
someone or need a question answered then the table is the place to
go. It is unofficially the official ROTC table and very rarely will it be
Cadets of the GKB hard at work in the ERC at the
found with any other occupants.
famous “ROTC table”

At this table the everyday decisions that run the battalion are
made. Gatherings of cadets will bounce ideas off of each other, get help with homework, discuss improves and
sustains from tactical lanes and occasionally find time to do actual homework. Workout partners are recruited,
counselings are had, and OPORDS are written. I can recall countless times that I’ve sat down with upperclassmen
and peers to get help on a project or advice for upcoming training. As a freshman coming into the battalion I was
almost intimidated by the table, but as the year went on I saw it for the resource that it is. Now moving into my
MS-3 year I know that I will spend many more long days there. The table embodies the family that exists as the
GKB. It is the support system of the battalion where we can always turn to for a good laugh or a discussion to get
us past the hard winters of the north country. No matter how many MS4s commission and move on to their units,
the table is always here for the next class.

Cultural Understanding and Language Proficiency Program Experience

CULP in Malawi, Africa
Spencer Rapp
In the summer between my MS1 and MS2 year I got the opportunity to go on a CULP trip to Malawi. Malawi is in Africa next to Mozambique, Zambia and Tanzania. My team got the opportunity to stay on Lake Malawi
and work closely with both their cadets and the individuals at their airborne school. We were in country for 19
days but it felt like so much longer as the days were packed with so much activity two paragraphs cannot do it justice. We had the opportunity to eat exotic foods, go to a game preserve and see elephants, wild crocodiles and hip-
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pos, we even had one hippo come up from underneath our boat
and bump us. We also built good relationships with the cadets at
MAFCO
(Malawian
Armed Forces
College). We
played soccer
with them on
multiple occasions and spent
Group photo of all of the cadets at Malawi for CULP most of our
time with
them. We also got to experience local dancing along with professional dancing. This is very important to their culture as it is Picture of an elephant taken by Spencer himself during his
stay in the country
their way of passing on things from generation to generation.
The dances often tell stories and each generation can add to the stories in the form of dancing. The people were
something that I wish everyone had the opportunity to experience. They were so kind and friendly that you would
never have known that they are the 2nd poorest country in the world. Every day we would run back from the airborne unit to the hotel and we would run through many small villages and everyday we would have children come
out and run with us and adults would wave to us. On one of the last days we were in country we had the opportunity to go to an elementary school and they treated us as celebrities. They had so little but they are so happy because they don’t know any better. If there is anything that we can learn from these people is that we must learn to
be happy with what we have, yes we can strive for a better life, but we need to be content with what we have.

The Effects of PT
PT Grind
Nicholas Barden
Army ROTC cadets do not lead a normal college
lifestyle. Three to six times a week you’re up at five in the
morning, shaving and splashing water on your face to wake
yourself up. You get into your PT uniform and walk outside to a balmy two-degree air temperature and make your
way to the fieldhouse to go do pushups and run until you
almost puke. Initially, you weren’t sure how you felt about
the early morning grind, but now you crave it. Its not even Photo of the cadets of the alpha ability group running at PT
seven in the morning and you’ve already pushed yourself to
exhaustion and lost the Chinese food you ate the night before. You look over at the sweat covered face of your
buddy, and he looks back at you and smiles, then laughs.
“Wow, that sucked.”
“Yeah it did,” you say, cracking a smile mid-sentence. “That was high-speed.”
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You wait for a few of your friends to throw their gear into
their assault packs. Before we move out, we throw on

our PT belts,
then head off
to the dining
hall to start
our day.

Cadet Barden doing wall sits at PT

Cadet Sawicki completing the push-up event of the
APFT

Commander’s Corner
Year in Review
Brian Billings
As the snow finally melts up here in the North Country and
cadets prepare for their end of semester exams, it is incredible to
take the time to reflect on the year’s progression. I personally have
been amazed by the growth across all of the different MS classes.
The juniors have been faced with leadership challenges that forced
them to develop into adaptive critical thinkers. The junior class is
well prepared to attend Advance Camp this summer at Fort Knox,
KY, where they will strongly represent the Golden Knight Battalion
(GKB) in a joint thirty-day training exercise with cadets from across
the country. The sophomores have continued to develop as team
leaders, honing in on their skill sets that will enable them to become
strong leaders of tomorrow’s Army. The freshmen have grown leaps
and bounds since first joining the program both physically and mentally. Both the freshmen and sophomore classes are packed with po- Cadet Battalion Commander: c/LTC Brian Billings
tential and I am very excited to see where they progress in the years
to follow. I know the strong legacy of the GKB will continue to develop. For the program as a whole, we have
cadets going all over the world on CULP (Cultural Understanding Language Program) and CTLT (Cadet Troop
Leader Training), many cadets attending specialty schools such as Airborne and Air Assault, and several others
with Army internships, one of which is with NASA. Additionally, this year we had four cadets achieve the gold
standard in the German Armed Forces Proficiency Badge. As for the senior class, we are preparing to commission
as 2nd Lieutenants and are greatly embracing the opportunities that lie ahead. We have been developed by some of
the greatest cadre any program could ever ask for and are sincerely grateful for their support over the past four
years. No matter where we go and what we accomplish, we will never forget to look back. We will carry the values
that the GKB has instilled in each and every one of us; forever we will lead from the front!
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Upcoming Events:

Clarkson Cadets Commissioning Ceremony - 05/12
SUNY Potsdam Cadets Commissioning Ceremony - 05/18

St. Lawrence Cadets Commissioning Ceremony - 05/20
The Year in Photos

Cadets of the Army Ten-Miler Team

Cadets of the Ranger Challenge Team

Action shot from the Ranger Challenge
Competition
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GKB cadets visiting the residents at
the local Nursing Home

Clarkson Range Day
JLDX
Action
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MS Classes of 2017-2018 Year
MS1s

MS2s

MS3s

MS4s
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Cadre of the GKB

Congratulations to the MS4 Class of 2018!
Adams, Michael - Chemical Corps

Phillips, Kyle - Infantry

Aray-Freites, Jeanmary - Field Artillery
Ashley, Abraham - Chemical Corps

Richardson, Taylor - Medical Service
Corps

Billings, Brian - Infantry

Schermerhorn, Grayson - Cyber Corps

Brizzell, Jacob - Transportation

Tomlinson, Jacob - Transportation

Broderick, David - Military Intelligence
(Branch Detail Field Artillery)

Vaughn, Cory - Signal Corps (Branch
Detail Infantry)

Carter, Jevar - Aviation
Carter, Lenoi - Aviation
Doyle, Curran - Aviation
Elliot, Hayley - Armor
Groskoph, Jake - Field Artillery
Holodook, Alexander - Quartermaster
Lancette, Summer - Aviation

